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p Pik *. ‘Too Good to Be False ee ee 
* 2 (+) 1°) Where “The Great Race” tries tol se ies 2 
oO ; ‘fool the audience and fails, another =~ 45 | eae ae Sy 
_ j+ 2 'self-styled spoof, AGENT 3%, succeeds , pci os ape ce 
’ ee -. lin fooling itself, and the results arelico 9° (eo ee a 
ae * ‘not at all unpleasant. It begins as a.. EE 5, Tage, HES ae 
. .. , cheerfully nonsensical caricature of thet! 0° a ee an kat. oa 
“+ 2! James Bond genre, “with intelligence ieee eee ak oe spe dee 
‘ -* *e@olonel Robert Morley pressing an un- oe ee eae. ae See ‘ 
,_. suspecting Dirk Bogarde into service}; - 5. Ste ea Ne 
"1 as a spy. Bogarde has no idea what! —- 
- + the’s being paid for since Morley, who}. ©: 
eye Meta Eh -has no idea what he’s-*doing, uses” aj . 
¢ aes -\..."_ | British’ glass company ‘for. a front ‘and!’ i 
reser “"i “sends his new man to Prague for “per-' i ! 
‘fectly legitimate industrial espionage.” ; ei paw eth hale ALS A 
As the plot thickens and jells, Bow, i el eG ae i ae at 
Prae 1 ‘ : ‘ i 
' 
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on. is tgarde’s adventures become less presi 9 0 2 ae 
“vl. i posterous and. ‘more engrossing. The{ “> -0°.0 (0.8 
> es * “+. lwackiness is still there-codes that won't’ ~ 
“3° "work, microphones in flowerpots—but. 
:the mock hero becomes someone to care: 
: a ee ee _ ‘about and perspire with. His Czech 
Seae sf es ss Ninotchka, played by Sylva Koscina, is | 
es. tao beautiful and talented, Leo McKern| - 

oe PS De. !4s too convincing as her secret-policeman; _ 
os au bes father, the cations (Italy, actually) | Ter aa eae 
Co hs ss ss. Sare too handsome, Lukas Heller's scripti 0 0 Ee 
"too literate, Ralph Thomas's direction * 2, 88° 3 Se Pe nl Oe SL 
. too accomplished and Bogarde’s’ per-; pies 9 Ce cen teI S oh 
{formance too sympathetic to be dis-i © 2... * PO el AO tah ge ye t= : 
‘missed as mere spoofery. Sry sop he. Di tee ean ae 2h “ad 
Quite simply, then, “Agent 8X” falls |. oe neg a ot 
‘victim to its own quality. It gets too, 2 ae! ee ee eae ee 
‘good to sustain itself as farce or caries A a ek ay aa: 
mg “eature, thereby ~ violating its _fnitial | ig arrsleiole Cee SEO a 
ae PGi 8 Reh Og premise. The audience cannot obedi-§ os Pegs ee 
7 Some Se Vently respond with peals of laughter: © 7 82 
ned 7 Sets “tes “y .when Morley bumbles back to. ring! (2° 2a Sent ed 
lng teh RSE? , down the-curtain; the thrills that haveS © 0 0 
; gone before rang all too trues... yh 8 foes 
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